Early experience with percutaneous cholecystolithotomy.
Percutaneous cholecystolithotomy should be added to the list of alternatives to elective open cholecystectomy for the management of patients with gallstones. Our initial experience with percutaneous cholecystolithotomy in 13 patients (7 men and 6 women who ranged in age from 47 to 83 years) demonstrated that the procedure could be accomplished successfully with acceptable morbidity and no mortality. After a mean duration of follow-up of 10.7 months, only one patient had recurrent cholelithiasis. Because of rapid changes in the therapeutic approach to patients with cholelithiasis, percutaneous cholecystolithotomy may seldom be used.